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CCaattaallyyttiicc  UUppggrraaddiinngg  RReevviieeww  PPaanneell

NNaammee AAffffiilliiaattiioonn PPrreevviioouuss  PPeeeerr  RReevviieeww  
EExxppeerriieennccee

Dr. Jesse Bond Syracuse University 2019 Panel
Dr. Terry Mazanec Independent Consultant 

(prior Velocys, BP)
New This Year

Dr. Cory Phillips Phillips 66 2019 Panel
Dr. Jeffrey Scheibel Independent Consultant 

(prior Procter & Gamble)
2017 Panel and 2019  
BC and PABP Panels

Dr. Qing Shao University of Kentucky New This Year
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CCoonnvveerrssiioonn  PPrrooggrraamm  -- CCaattaallyyttiicc  UUppggrraaddiinngg  TTeeaamm

Kevin Craig 
Conversion R&D 

Program Manager

Nichole Fitzgerald - Feedstocks 
Technologies Program Manager

G. Jeremy Leong
*no longer BETO

Trevor Smith         
Technology Manager

Sonia Hammache 
Technology Manager

Thank you to 
former team 
members!

Jesse Glover
Session Cooridinator, 

Project Support

Andrea Bailey - A&S 
Technology Manager

Ben Simon
Project Support
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CCoonnvveerrssiioonn  RR&&DD  PPrrooggrraamm  –– GGooaallss,,  AApppprrooaacchh,,  TTaarrggeettss
• Conversion R&D Goal: Develop efficient and economical technologies to convert biomass and waste 

feedstocks into energy-dense liquid transportation fuels, bioproducts, chemical intermediates, and 
biopower

• Conversion Approach: Exploring a variety of conversion technologies that can be combined into pathways 
from feedstocks to products

• Performance Target: By 2021, complete the research necessary to enable an integrated technology 
pathway verification at engineering scale in 2022 of a process that yields a mature modeled MFSP of 
$3/GGE or less for production of a hydrocarbon biofuel/coproduct, with a minimum 60% reduction in GHG 
emissions relative to currently predominant fuel.
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CCaattaallyyttiicc  UUppggrraaddiinngg  –– KKeeyy  CChhaalllleennggeess  aanndd  RR&&DD  NNeeeeddss

• Achieving R&D goals within pathways utilizing catalytic technologies will require:
– Decreasing the time and cost to develop novel, industrially relevant catalysts
– Increasing yields from catalytic processes
– Improving catalyst lifetimes
– Reducing risks associated with process scale up
– Leveraging a multiscale computational framework to accelerate technology 

development
– Analytical methods development
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CCaattaallyyttiicc  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  AArreeaa  –– AAggeennddaa  OOvveerrvviieeww  

• Annual Operating Plan (AOP) Projects
– Annual cycle for targeted proposals from our National Lab partners
– Only National Labs can compete for this funding
– ALL Chemical Catalysis for Bioenergy (ChemCatBio) consortium presentations fall under the AOP 

category

• Funding Opportunity Announcements (FOA) Projects
– Topic-specific proposals from external applicants to support advancement of BETO goals
– Typically, open to all (industry, academia, national labs*)
– Required minimum recipient provided cost share

Time Topic

Tuesday High temperature Catalytic Upgrading

Wednesday Low temperature Catalytic Upgrading, Electro-catalytic 
upgrading, Enabling Technologies

Thursday Morning Enabling Technologies

Thursday Afternoon Directed Funding Awards (DFA)

Friday Funding Opportunity Announcements (FOA) Projects
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• Presidential initiative from 
2011- Materials Genome 
Initiative (MGI)

• Addresses concerns that “the 
time it takes to move a newly 
discovered advanced material 
from the laboratory to the 
commercial market-place 
remains far too long.”

• Areas include Materials for 
National Security, Materials 
for Human Health and 
Welfare, Materials for Clean 
Energy Systems, etc.

HHiissttoorriiccaall  CCoonntteexxtt  ffoorr  aann  EEnneerrggyy  MMaatteerriiaallss  NNeettwwoorrkk
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MGI - Framework

New Material Innovations for Clean Energy 2X Faster and 2X Cheaper

Predictive 
Simulation 

Across Scales

Synthesis & 
Characterization

Rapid    
Screening

End Use 
Performance

Process 
Scalability

Process    
Control

Real-time 
Characterization

Reliability 
Validation

DDaattaa  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  &&  IInnffoorrmmaattiiccss

Coordinated resource network with a suite of 
capabilities for advanced materials R&D

22001166::  EEEERREE  ddeevveellooppss  EEMMNN  iinn  rreessppoonnssee  ttoo  MMGGII
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MMeerrggiinngg  RReessppoonnsseess  aatt  DDiiffffeerreenntt  LLeevveellss  CCrreeaatteedd  CChheemmCCaattBBiioo

2011: Materials 
Genome Initiative

2016: EERE 
develops EMN

FY17: Catalyst Working 
Group becomes 
ChemCatBio in response 
to EMN

Pre-2015:
Individual 
Project/Pathway 
R&D

Mid FY15: 
BETO Peer 
Review Late FY15: 

BETO Develops  Catalyst 
Working Group from Lab 
Projects (AOPs)

Mid FY17: BETO 
Peer Review

Late FY17/FY18: 
ChemCatBio
forms IAB and 
announces 
Industry 
partnerships

“An industry advisory board 
is critical for such a group 

and needs to be set up 
ASAP.” 

“…even better by involving 
industrial partners in the 
guidance of future work.”

 e 

“BETO should establish an 
‘Experimental Catalysis Consortium’…”
“…no coordination among performers 
and there appears to be some overlap

 FY15: e F  

FY19 BETO 
Peer Review: 
updated core 
projects for 
additional 
collaboration 
and support 
within CCB

“Continued support 
from BETO is critical to 

ensuring continued
development of 

technologies that 
have long-term 

promise but face a 
presently unfavorable 
investment climate.”
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FFaasstt FFoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  22002211  –– CChheemmCCaattBBiioo 22001199

• CCoonnssoorrttiiuumm  CCoonnttiinnuueess  ttoo  EEvvoollvvee
– Reorganized Catalytic Technologies based on peer review and industry feedback
– Improved Coordination; joint milestones between technologies and enabling projects
– Expanded collaborations with other BETO consortia (FCIC, Separations, Co-Optima)

• FFooccuuss  oonn  IInndduussttrryy  RReellaattiioonnsshhiippss
• Industry Advisory Board (IAB) interactions
• Launched additional Directed Funding Opportunities
• Continued outreach to encourage partnerships

• www.chemcatbio.org, webinar series, newsletter, ACS sessions
• UUppccoommiinngg  DDeecciissiioonnss  ((22002211--22002222))

– New ideas based on industry feedback
– Critical decisions related to research targets
– Welcome feedback on future directions
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CChheemmCCaattBBiioo PPrroojjeeccttss  –– FFYY2211  

12

Integrated and collaborative portfolio of catalytic technologies and enabling capabilities
Catalytic Technologies Enabling Capabilities Industry Partnerships (Phase 

II Directed Funding)

Consortium for Computational 
Physics and Chemistry

(ORNL, NREL, PNNL, ANL, NETL)

g p

Consortium for Computational 

Advanced Catalyst Synthesis and 
Characterization

(NREL, ANL, ORNL)

(ORNL, NREL, PNNL, ANL, NETL)
Catalyst Deactivation Mitigation 

for Biomass Conversion
(PNNL)

Catalytic Fast Pyrolysis
(NREL, PNNL)

y  g

Catalytic Upgrading of Biochemical 
Intermediates

(NREL, PNNL, ORNL, LANL)

( , )
Electrocatalytic CO2 Utilization

(NREL, will present not scored here)

  g)

Opus12 (NREL)p  ( )
Visolis (PNNL)( )
Sironix (LANL)

ChemCatBio Lead Team Support (NREL)emCat io ead Team Support (NR
ChemCatBio DataHUB (NREL)

Cross-Cutting Support

( , , , )
Upgrading of C1 Building Blocks 

(NREL)

Catalytic Fast Pyrolysis

Upgrading of C2 Intermediates 
(PNNL, ORNL)

CCPC led Directed Funding: 
3 new industry partnerships 

starting in early 2021



13U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY       OFFICE OF ENERGY EFFICIENCY & RENEWABLE ENERGY

• Analytical Development and Standardization for Biomass-Derived 
Thermochemical Liquids (NREL, PNNL, ORNL)
– Enabling projects supporting industry needs

• Enabling Complex Feedstock for Biopower Combustion and 
Autothermal Pyrolysis (ORNL, NREL, NETL, with industry partners)
– FY18 lab call to address Congressional budgetary language for “early-stage 

research and development projects to develop innovations in the use of biomass, 
municipally-derived biosolids, and sorted municipal solid waste ttoo  iimmpprroovvee  tthhee  
eeccoonnoommiicc  ppootteennttiiaall  ooff  bbiiooppoowweerr  pprroodduuccttiioonn  aanndd  uussee  iinn  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess.“
• Topic Area 2: Modifications to Consortium for Computational Physics and 

Chemistry (CCPC) Reactor Models

AAddddiittiioonnaall  CCoonnvveerrssiioonn  AAOOPP  PPrroojjeeccttss  
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• FY15 and FY17 Biomass Research and Development Initiative 
(BRDI) – OSU and UT
– Joint Effort between the USDA and DOE, funding supports the development of 

a biomass-based industry in the United States. Technical areas include: 
Feedstocks development, Biofuels and biobased products development, and 
Biofuels development analysis.

• FY18 BioEnergy Engineering for Products Synthesis (BEEPS) - USF 
and NCSU
– Better utilization of waste streams (e.g. lignin, CO2, and biosolids), improving 

organic and inorganic catalysts to increase conversion efficiency and decrease 
costs for lignocellulosic biomass conversion, and creating high-value 
performance-advantaged bioproducts that can improve viability of fuel 
production from biomass and waste feedstocks. 

– Topic Area 1 - ChemCatBio collaborations aimed at tackling fundamental 
challenges in catalysis - catalyst characterization, catalyst development and 
R&D for producing engineering-relevant/technical catalysts. CCB National 
Laboratory partner required.

– Topic Area 2 - Novel alternatives to anaerobic digestion that have the potential 
to compete economically with feeds of one dry ton/day or less. Alternatives 
with potential for direct production of higher value products from wet waste 
feedstocks.

PPrroojjeeccttss  ffrroomm  FFuunnddiinngg  OOppppoorrttuunniittyy  AAnnnnoouunncceemmeennttss
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BBuuddggeett  BBrreeaakkddoowwnn  –– CCaattaallyyttiicc  UUppggrraaddiinngg

TTyyppee FFYY2200  -- FFYY2222

ChemCatBio AOPs $34.78MM

ChemCatBio Industry DFAs (Phase I and II): $3.93MM

FOA Projects (all Pre-FY20): $7.21MM

TOTAL Session $45.92MM

FOA Project breakdown: 
• Ohio State University: $1.5MM
• University of South Florida: $1.84MM 

($600K to NREL) 
• University of Tennessee: $1.4MM
• North Carolina State University: $2.47MM 

($1.225MM to NREL)
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CCaattaallyyttiicc  UUppggrraaddiinngg  -- RReecceenntt  SSuucccceesssseess

• 3 ChemCatBio technologies licensed by industry
– Ethanol to jet fuel
– Dimethyl ether to high-octane gasoline
– Atomic Layer Deposition

• Industry leveraging unique capabilities (CCB, CCPC DFAs)
– R&D100 Special Recognition in Green Tech (Sironix)
– New industry partners Catalyxx, Pyran and Forest Concepts leveraging modeling for scale up 

plans
• Accelerating catalyst-process development cycle through publicly available tools:

– The CatCostTM Tool continues to expand, showing high utilization rates by researchers 
https://catcost.chemcatbio.org/

– Data Hub project released the Catalyst Property Database: A centralized, searchable 
compilation of published density functional theory adsorption data: 
https://cpd.chemcatbio.org/

• Expanded research pathways with waste feedstocks and new co-products (FOA projects)
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• Presentations are pre-recorded, Q&A will be live
• Agenda time slots include Q&A
• Reviewers will kickoff Q&A sessions (unmute yourselves, turn video on)
• Additional questions from audience if time permits
– Audience should submit questions in the ‘Chat’ feature, moderators 

will manage as time permits
• 10 min breaks, 30 min lunch
• Please keep yourself muted and your video off unless you are speaking

• Presentations and report to be posted by DOE later, please check back 
often: https://www.energy.gov/eere/bioenergy/2021-project-peer-
review

HHoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  -- RReevviieeww  PPrroocceessss
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• Project Overview - provides context and history
– Some Catalytic Technologies within CCB will present additional 

Techno-Economic Analyses info for additional context
• Review Criteria Sections (equal weighting)
– Management
– Approach
– Impact
– Progress and Outcomes

• Summary
• Additional Support Slides (list of publications, patents, etc.)

PPrreesseennttaattiioonnss  aanndd  RReevviieeww  SSttrruuccttuurree
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DDeettaaiilleedd  CCaattaallyyttiicc  UUppggrraaddiinngg  AAggeennddaa
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BBiiooeenneerrggyy  TTeecchhnnoollooggiieess  OOffffiiccee  22002211  PPeeeerr  RReevviieeww
CCaattaallyyttiicc  UUppggrraaddiinngg  SSeessssiioonn

Trevor Smith and Sonia Hammache, March 9 – March 12, 2021
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• Presentations are pre-recorded, Q&A will be live
• Agenda time slots include Q&A
• Reviewers will kickoff Q&A sessions (unmute yourselves, turn video on)
• Additional questions from audience if time permits
– Audience should submit questions in the ‘Chat’ feature, moderators 

will manage as time permits
• 10 min breaks, 30 min lunch
• Please keep yourself muted and your video off unless you are speaking

• Presentations and report to be posted by DOE later, please check back 
often: https://www.energy.gov/eere/bioenergy/2021-project-peer-
review

HHoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  -- RReemmiinnddeerrss
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DDeettaaiilleedd  CCaattaallyyttiicc  UUppggrraaddiinngg  AAggeennddaa  -- DDaayy  33

WEDNESDAY,
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BBiiooeenneerrggyy  TTeecchhnnoollooggiieess  OOffffiiccee  22002211  PPeeeerr  RReevviieeww
CCaattaallyyttiicc  UUppggrraaddiinngg  SSeessssiioonn

Trevor Smith and Sonia Hammache, March 9 – March 12, 2021
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• Presentations are pre-recorded, Q&A will be live
• Agenda time slots include Q&A
• Reviewers will kickoff Q&A sessions (unmute yourselves, turn video on)
• Additional questions from audience if time permits
– Audience should submit questions in the ‘Chat’ feature, moderators 

will manage as time permits
• 10 min breaks, 30 min lunch
• Please keep yourself muted and your video off unless you are speaking

• Presentations and report to be posted by DOE later, please check back 
often: https://www.energy.gov/eere/bioenergy/2021-project-peer-
review

HHoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  -- RReevviieeww  PPrroocceessss
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DDeettaaiilleedd  CCaattaallyyttiicc  UUppggrraaddiinngg  AAggeennddaa  -- DDaayy  44
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DDiirreecctteedd  FFuunnddiinngg  AAwwaarrddss  ((DDFFAA))  -- CCRRAADDAA  PPaarrttnneerrsshhiippss

CCoommppaannyy Labs CCCCBB  CCaappaabbiilliittiieess PPrroodduucctt
GEVO (mixed oxide) NREL, 

ANL, 
ORNL

Characterization C3-C4 olefins

Vertimass NREL, 
ANL, 
ORNL

Characterization Hydrocarbon 
fuels

Lanzatech (Terephthalic
Acid) PNNL

Synthesis,
Characterization, 
Evaluation, Modeling

Terephtalic
acid

GEVO (Tactical Aviation 
Fuels) LANL

Synthesis,
Characterization, 
Evaluation, Modeling

Cyclobutanes

ALD Nanosolutions and 
JM NREL

Synthesis,
Characterization, 
Evaluation, Modeling

Hydrocarbons

Lanzatech (Fuel 
Fractions) PNNL Evaluation, Modeling Jet fuel

Visolis NREL Synthesis, Evaluation Diols

Opus-12 NREL
Synthesis,
Characterization, 
Evaluation

Alcohols

Sironix LANL
Synthesis,
Characterization, 
Evaluation, Modeling

Oleo-furan 
surfactants 

PPhhaassee  II  –– LLaattee  FFYY1188--22002200

Phase II - FY20
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DDiirreecctteedd  FFuunnddiinngg  AAwwaarrddss PPhhaassee  11 PPhhaassee  22

Visolis and PNNL:
Low Pressure Hydrogenolysis Catalysts 
for Bioproduct Upgrading 

• Catalyst identification and 
optimization

• Catalyst stability 100 hrs.

• Catalyst impurity tolerance
• Extruded catalyst stability 500 hrs.

Sironix and LANL:
Catalytic Process Intensification of
Bio-Renewable Surfactants Platform

• Selective reduction & furan 
coupling catalysts

• Optimize catalyst for scale up

• Alternative coupling catalysts for 
new tail options

• Develop and test catalysts for 
furan-tail coupling approaches

Opus 12 and NREL: 
Catalyst Development for Selective 
Electrochemical Reduction of CO2 to 
High-value Chemical Precursors

• Cathode catalyst development
• Reactor integration and catalytic 

evaluation

• Scale up of cathode catalyst

DDiirreecctteedd  FFuunnddiinngg  AAwwaarrddss  ((DDFFAA))  -- CCRRAADDAA  PPaarrttnneerrsshhiippss::  PPhhaassee  22
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• Enabling Complex Feedstock for Biopower Combustion and 
Autothermal Pyrolysis (ORNL, NREL, NETL, with industry partners)
– FY18 lab call to address Congressional budgetary language for “early-stage 

research and development projects to develop innovations in the use of biomass, 
municipally-derived biosolids, and sorted municipal solid waste ttoo  iimmpprroovvee  tthhee  
eeccoonnoommiicc  ppootteennttiiaall  ooff  bbiiooppoowweerr  pprroodduuccttiioonn  aanndd  uussee  iinn  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess.“
• Topic Area 2: Modifications to Consortium for Computational Physics and 

Chemistry (CCPC) Reactor Models

• Project began in mid 2019 (poster review at 2019 BETO Peer Review)

AAddddiittiioonnaall  CCoonnvveerrssiioonn  AAOOPP  PPrroojjeecctt  
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BBiiooeenneerrggyy  TTeecchhnnoollooggiieess  OOffffiiccee  22002211  PPeeeerr  RReevviieeww
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Trevor Smith and Sonia Hammache, March 9 – March 12, 2021
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• Presentations are pre-recorded, Q&A will be live
• Agenda time slots include Q&A
• Reviewers will kickoff Q&A sessions (unmute yourselves, turn video on)
• Additional questions from audience if time permits
– Audience should submit questions in the ‘Chat’ feature, moderators 

will manage as time permits
• 10 min breaks, 30 min lunch
• Please keep yourself muted and your video off unless you are speaking

• Presentations and report to be posted by DOE later, please check back 
often: https://www.energy.gov/eere/bioenergy/2021-project-peer-
review

HHoouusseekkeeeeppiinngg  -- RReevviieeww  PPrroocceessss
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DDeettaaiilleedd  CCaattaallyyttiicc  UUppggrraaddiinngg  AAggeennddaa  -- DDaayy  55
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• FY15 and FY17 Biomass Research and Development Initiative 
(BRDI) – OSU and UT
– Joint Effort between the USDA and DOE, funding supports the development of 

a biomass-based industry in the United States. Technical areas include: 
Feedstocks development, Biofuels and biobased products development, and 
Biofuels development analysis.

• FY18 BioEnergy Engineering for Products Synthesis (BEEPS) - USF 
and NCSU
– Better utilization of waste streams (e.g. lignin, CO2, and biosolids), improving 

organic and inorganic catalysts to increase conversion efficiency and decrease 
costs for lignocellulosic biomass conversion, and creating high-value 
performance-advantaged bioproducts that can improve viability of fuel 
production from biomass and waste feedstocks. 

– Topic Area 1 - ChemCatBio collaborations aimed at tackling fundamental 
challenges in catalysis - catalyst characterization, catalyst development and 
R&D for producing engineering-relevant/technical catalysts. CCB National 
Laboratory partner required.

– Topic Area 2 - Novel alternatives to anaerobic digestion that have the potential 
to compete economically with feeds of one dry ton/day or less. Alternatives 
with potential for direct production of higher value products from wet waste 
feedstocks.

PPrroojjeeccttss  ffrroomm  FFuunnddiinngg  OOppppoorrttuunniittyy  AAnnnnoouunncceemmeennttss
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